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SUBJECT: Updated County Policy of Special Events 
 
The County updated the Zoning Ordinance in 2017 to allow for event facilities in several 
districts. The ordinance specifically applies to commercial events based on the following 
definitions:  
 

Event, commercial: A social, sporting, or charitable gathering open to the general 
public or invited guests held at a venue which is operated as a business pursuant 
to the definition in Chapter 10 of the Gloucester County Code. Typical events 
include, but are not limited to, weddings, performances, conferences, social, or 
other events. Excluded from this definition are events held by a property owner for 
their personal use and enjoyment, and events held for charitable purposes by a 
non-profit entity properly registered as a 501(c)organization with the Internal 
Revenue Service, both of which are not regulated by this ordinance.  
 
Event facility: A place of public assembly used for commercial events as defined 
herein. 

 
The Board specifically excluded personal and charity events from regulation. Therefore, 
the following policy (as outlined in the 2013 memo) for one-time or non-commercial events 
still applies. 
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