
Acceptable Use Policy 
Internet Users 

 
The Gloucester County Library provides a filtered access to the internet and other electronic resources to further our mission of satisfying the 
evolving informational and recreational needs of the county we serve in accordance with Section 42.1-36.1 of the Code of Virginia, as amended.  
Gloucester County Library patrons can visit sites anywhere on the globe over the Internet for free.  Internet resources accessible through the 
library are provided equally and at no cost to all library users. 
 
While Internet access is filtered, the Gloucester County Library has no effective means for substantive control over the information accessed 
through the Internet and is not responsible for its content.  Access points often change rapidly and unpredictably and not all sources on the 
Internet provide accurate, complete, or current information.  Users of the Internet, both in the library and elsewhere, should exercise caution and 
critical judgment to thoughtfully evaluate the content they find on the Internet. 
 
The Library Director, or his or her designee, had been authorized by the Library Board, to disable or otherwise bypass the Internet filter at the 
request of a patron to enable access for bona fide research or other lawful purposes. 
 
Parents of minor children are responsible for their children’s use of the Internet through the library’s connection.  Parents should be aware that 
children who use the Internet might be exposed to inappropriate information and images.  The fact that the Gloucester County Library uses a filter 
on the computers does not mean that staff can vouch for what is on the Internet or that you will not be offended by what is blocked or unblocked. 
 

Internet use is a privilege granted to patrons of the Gloucester Library System. 
 

• To use the Internet at the Gloucester County Library users must have a library card or a guest library card. 
• Patrons under the age of 18 must have their parent’s permission to access the Internet. 
• The Gloucester Library will allow patrons an hour on the computers for Internet searching or other use.  They may extend 

their time if no one is waiting for a computer. 
• Each printed page is $0.15. 
• We cannot guarantee 100% availability of this service due to external factors out of our control. 
• The intent of the FREE service is only to provide Internet browsing according to this Acceptable Use Policy. 
• The library is not responsible for any information you attempt to send or receive using this service. 
• The library is not responsible is the Internet is not up at all times or for the delivery of documents. 
• Library staff cannot provide in-depth training on Internet operations or personal computer skills, but, as time permits, may 

offer searching suggestions or answer questions. 
• Compact Disks for saving from the hard drive are available for $1.00 at the front desk. 

 
Electronic resources should be used in accordance with this policy and accepted ethical standards.  Examples of unacceptable 
use include, but are not limited to: 

 
• Violation of computer security 
• Damaging or altering software or physically damaging the equipment 
• Violation of another user’s privacy 
• Knowingly introducing a virus to the library equipment 
• Attempting to modify settings or gain unauthorized access to library files 
• Unauthorized copying of copyrighted materials 
• Using the computer for illegal or criminal purposes 
• Harassment or defamation of other persons or parties 
• Accessing or transmitting child pornography or material deemed obscene or pornographic or any material that is sexually 

explicit or any materials harmful to juveniles. 
 

Violation of any U.S., Virginia, or local laws or statutes including but not limited to, the following can lead to prosecution: 
 

• USC Title 18 Chapter 110 regarding the Sexual Exploitation and other abuse of children 
• USC Title 18 Chapter 71 Sections 1465-1468 regarding distribution of obscene materials 
• Code of Virginia Title 18.2 Article 5 regarding Obscenity and Related Offenses 
• Code of Virginia Title 18.2 Article 6 regarding Juveniles 
• The Computer Fraud and Abuse Act of 1986 
• Credit Card Fraud Act of 1984 
• The Electronic Communications Privacy Act 
• The Virginia Computer Crimes Act 
• The U.S. Copyright Laws 

 
Violations of this policy will be addressed as follows: 
 

1. For the first incident, the patron will be given a verbal warning. 
2. For the second incident, the patron will be denied computer access for two weeks. 
3. For the third incident, the patron will be denied access to the library for three months. 
4. Any violation after the three incidents will result in the patron being permanently barred from the library. 


