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Local concerts
Whether you want to listen to an
organ recital from a nationally-
renown Juilliard graduate, or tap
your toes to the swinging jazz of
Good Shot Judy, we have amazing
entertainment coming this winter.
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Best Friends just recognized our dog
shelter team with a placard for their
hard work in 2022. This award goes to
shelters which achieve above a 90%
save rate for their animals!

Animal Control receives
No-Kill Shelter award Page 4

Winter 2023



At-large

PetsworthYork

Phillip N. Bazzani
8116 Little England Road
Hayes, VA 23072
804-642-5631
pbazzani@gloucesterva.info
Term expires: 12/31/2025

At-large

Ashley C. Chriscoe, Vice Chair
7871 Paynes Landing Road
Gloucester, VA 23061
achriscoe@gloucesterva.info
Term expires: 12/31/2023

Gloucester Point

Christopher A. "Chris"
Hutson, Chair
Post Office Box 1609
Hayes, VA 23072
chutson@gloucesterva.info
Term expires: 12/31/2023

Contact
your 
board 
member

Ware

Michael W. "Mike" Hedrick
5774 Gockley Lane
Gloucester, VA 23061
804-693-4702
mhedrick@gloucesterva.info
Term expires: 12/31/2023

Abingdon

Robert J. "JJ" Orth
6067 Seldon Pond Road
Gloucester, VA 23061
804-693-4762
rorth@gloucesterva.info
Term expires 12/31/2023

At-large

Kevin M. Smith
7294 Stokes Drive
Hayes, VA 23072
804-384-7072
ksmith@gloucesterva.info
Term expires: 12/31/2025

Petsworth

Kenneth W. Gibson
Post Office Box 2346
Gloucester, VA 23061
804-413-6777
kgibson@gloucesterva.info
Term expires: 12/31/2025

Use a smartphone camera
to scan this QR code or visit
pub.gloco-
sitedocs.com/BoS/2023_Bo
ard_Meeting_Schedule.pdf
to access the Board's
meeting schedule.
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The Beehive

County News

We would like to share a few laws with everyone
for not only the winter season, but to know all year
round. As the weather is getting cooler, all pets will
need shelter that will keep them warm and safe
from the elements.

Unfortunately, during the cooler months, a lot of
dogs seem to lose their way back home more
often than in other seasons. Don’t forget to
contact Animal Control at 804-693-5290 and make
a “lost” report so that we can help reunite you with
your pet.

Laws to keep in mind:
All dogs when kept outside – for any length of time
while their owners are not in the immediate area
(outside with their dogs) – MUST have Adequate
Shelter as defined in State Law 3.2-6500:

News from Animal Control "Adequate shelter" means provision of and
access to shelter that is suitable for the species,
age, condition, size, and type of each animal;
provides adequate space for each animal; is safe
and protects each animal from injury, rain,
sleet, snow, hail, direct sunlight, the adverse
effects of heat or cold, physical suffering, and
impairment of health; is properly lighted; is
properly cleaned; enables each animal to be clean
and dry, except when detrimental to the species;
during hot weather, is properly shaded and does
not readily conduct heat; during cold weather,
has a windbreak at its entrance and provides
a quantity of bedding material consisting of
hay, cedar shavings, or the equivalent that is
sufficient to protect the animal from cold
and promote the retention of body heat; and,
for dogs and cats, provides a solid surface, resting
platform, pad, floormat, or similar device that is
large enough for the animal to lie on in a normal
manner and can be maintained in a sanitary
manner.  Under this chapter,  shelters whose wire,
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grid, or slat floors (i) permit the animals' feet to pass
through the openings, (ii) sag under the animals'
weight, or (iii) otherwise do not protect the animals'
feet or toes from injury are not adequate shelter.
The outdoor tethering of an animal shall not
constitute the provision of adequate shelter (a)
unless the animal is safe from predators and well
suited and well equipped to tolerate its
environment; (b) during the effective period for a
hurricane warning or tropical storm warning issued
for the area by the National Weather Service; or (c)
(1)  during  a  heat advisory issued by a local or state  

authority, (2) when the actual or effective outdoor
temperature is 85 degrees Fahrenheit or higher or
32 degrees Fahrenheit or lower, or (3) during the
effective period for a severe weather warning
issued for the area by the National Weather Service,
including a winter storm, tornado, or severe
thunderstorm warning, unless an animal control
officer, having inspected an animal's individual
circumstances in clause (c)(1), (2), or (3), has
determined the animal to be safe from predators
and well suited and well equipped to tolerate its
environment.

If you find a companion animal, for example a dog; you must report it to animal control within 48 hours of
finding it. (§ 3-11) While the dog is in your possession, you’re responsible for the care and well-being for said
animal while they are in your possession. (State §3.2-6500)

The owner or custodian of all dogs and cats four months of age and older shall have such animal currently
vaccinated for rabies by a licensed veterinarian or licensed veterinary technician who is under the immediate
and direct supervision of a licensed veterinarian on the premises unless otherwise provided by regulations. (§
3-51) County Licenses can be purchased at the treasurers office. They must be attached to your dog’s collar.
(§ 3-30 & §3-36)

Gloucester Animal Control earns rescue recognition
Best Friends Animal Society, an animal welfare organization dedicated to ending euthanasia in America, just
awarded our Animal Control team a No-Kill Shelter placard for their hard work in 2022!

This recognition goes to shelters which achieve above a 90% save rate for their animals. Animal Control’s
shelter on Beehive Drive cares for dogs until they’re either picked up by their rightful owners or adopted  into
caring homes. It wouldn’t be possible without the love
and dedication of our employees, adoptive families,
and our many, wonderful Friends of Gloucester
County Animal Control volunteers.  

“This accomplishment represents so much more than
a number. It represents a culture of caring and
compassion. It represents a dedicated staff,
committed volunteers, and motivated supporters. It
represents innovative, thoughtful programming. And
it represents extraordinary leadership, both within
your organization and within our broader animal
welfare movement,” wrote Julie Castle, the CEO of
Best Friends Animal Society.
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Tax bills mailed

Check your bills for completeness upon receipt.
Real estate and personal property bills may be
mailed in the same envelope if the owner and
address are identical. If you have questions or
feel that an item is missing, please contact the
Commissioner of Revenue at 804-693-3451. 

If you have not received your tax bill(s) by the
middle of November, please contact the
Treasurer’s Office at 804-693-2141. By law, failure
to receive a bill does not relieve the taxpayer of
penalty and interest that will accrue for delays.

If you purchased real estate after January 1, 2023,
and you did not receive a bill, please contact the
Treasurer’s Office at 804-693-2141.

What do I need to do?

When are tax payments due?

The 2023 2nd installment tax bills are due December
5, 2023. There are options to pay in the Treasurer's
Office, by dropping an envelope in the mailbox
outside the Treasurer's Office, or by visiting
gloucesterva.gov/treasurer.

Payments made in the Treasurer's Office by, or
postmarked with the date of, December 5, 2023, or
before, will be accepted as timely. Accounts
remaining unpaid after December 5, 2023, will be
subject to additional charges as provided by the
Code of Virginia and the Gloucester County Code.

For additional information, including how to make
your payment and where our office is located, please
visit our website.

We love supporting local businesses, and we’re
always adding new ones to our list of partners!
Gloucester County departments and school
representatives outsource all kinds of products and
services, from event catering to custom T-shirts.

We want to learn what you could bring to the table.
Attend our Reverse Vendor Fair for a chance to win
one of two $100 prizes. You can also learn more
about signing up to be notified when the County
puts out bids for services. 

The deadline to register is November 30.

gloucesterva.gov/economic-development

Reverse vendor fair

Tuesday, December 12

10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Main Library, 6920 Main Street
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News from the Commissioner of
the Revenue:

Often times we hear, “My car, etc. is not worth
what it is assessed for.” Please keep in mind all
personal property   is   assessed   in   mass,

Assessed value

using recognized pricing guides and
percentages of cost depending
on  the  directives  of  State
Statutes on how property
is to be assessed.  State
Code  58.1-3503  states
a     vehicle     shall    be
valued  by  means  of  a
recognized         pricing
guide.  This  is  not   our
opinion  of  your  item’s
worth effective January 1;
State Law dictates  how  we
assess property.

“I looked online and my vehicle is
not valued at what you state it’s
worth on the tax bill.”
When tax bills arrive in May or October annually, the
values online are representative of the current market
and not the value on January 1. We are required to
assign values effective January 1 and months after that
value is assigned you may observe a lower value.

Appealing a value
We will review any information you wish to provide to
appeal the value listed on your tax bill provided it’s
reflective of the methods required by law and effective
as of January 1. 

We will make adjustments for high mileage and
condition of your vehicle; nevertheless we must have
proof of such at the time of appeal. State law requires
that we perform “due diligence” in ensuring the
property tax appeal has evidence of such condition less
than what has been assessed.

Value versus taxation
Values are required to be uniform and equitable
amongst similar property according to the Constitution
of Virginia. Taxation is the result of annual budget
requirements to sustain public services. As a result,
appeals received by this office on the taxable value
must be based on the facts of evidence that such value
is erroneous and not the result of a higher tax
assessment.

Correction of Assessment Form
Correction of Assessment forms are found on the
Commissioner of Revenue’s website. The completed
form can be faxed to 804-824-2467, e-mailed to
cor@gloucesterva.info, or physically mailed to:

Commissioner of the Revenue
6489 Main St., Suite 137
Gloucester VA, 23061
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Mixed Use & Multifamily
Developments
Freight Containers
Camping
Agriculture
Common Open Space
Home Occupations
Private Roads
Short Term Rentals

Call 804-693-1224 with any
questions or comments. You
can find more information
and a public survey about
the zoning ordinance at
gloucesterva.gov/planning-
zoning.

The proposed changes to
the Zoning Ordinance
Regulations are available for
review in advance of the
Planning Commission’s
public hearing planned for
early 2024.

Our public input portal will
be available until December
31, 2023. Here are the topics
being discussed: 

Zoning
Ordinance

Update
Your input is
appreciated!
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2023 2nd Installment Real Estate, Personal Property

Get alerted about emergencies and other
important community news by signing up
for our Bee Alert emergency alert
program. This system enables us to
provide you with critical information
quickly in a variety of situations, such as
severe weather, unexpected road
closures, missing persons and
evacuations of buildings or
neighborhoods.

You will receive time-sensitive messages
wherever you specify, such as your home,
mobile or business phones, email
address, text messages and more. You
pick where, you pick how.

Gloucester wants
you to be prepared

I think I signed
up for this a few
years back.

Receive official Gloucester
County emergency notifications
straight to your mobile device.

All citizens must
manually register to
receive emergency
notifications even if
they are already
registered with the
former system,
CodeRED. 

Data from CodeRED
was not automatically
transferred over to the
new system, which
uses Everbridge
technology.

We are encouraging all
people who have jobs
or loved ones in
Gloucester to register
for this system. 

Severe weather and
road closures in
Gloucester could affect
you, even if your
residence isn't in town.

Once you let Bee Alert
know what location (or
locations) to send alerts
for, you'll receive
notifications about that
geographic area,
specifically.

Should I sign up
even if I don’t live
in Gloucester?
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At-large

PetsworthAbingdon

At-large

Gloucester Point

Contact
your 
school
board 
member

York

Petsworth

Ware

At-large

Use a smartphone camera to
scan this QR code or visit
gets.gc.k12.va.us/page/school-
board to access the School
Board's meeting schedule.

Troy M. Andersen, Chair
6099 T.C. Walker Road
Gloucester, VA 23061
804-695-7430
troy.andersen@gc.k12.va.us

Nicole McPherson, Interim
6099 T.C. Walker Road
Gloucester, VA 23061
804-693-1425
shannon.mcpherson@gc.k12.va.us

George R. "Randy" Burak
6099 T.C. Walker Road
Gloucester, VA 23061
804-693-7727
randy.burak@gc.k12.va.us

Carlton L. Drew
6099 T.C. Walker Road
Gloucester, VA 23061
757-810-9706
carlton.drew@gc.k12.va.us

Karen L. Espinoza
6099 T.C. Walker Road
Gloucester, VA 23061
757-971-0933
karen.espinoza@gc.k12.va.us

Darren P. Post
P.O. Box 1423
Hayes, VA 23072
804-815-5764
darren.post@gc.k12.va.us

Robin Rice
6099 T.C. Walker Road
Gloucester, VA 23061
757-879-4323
robin.rice@gc.k12.va.us

School News
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for genuine in-person interaction. This value is integral to our vision for our district, and I'm eager to foster
stronger connections between parents, students, and educators.

Report cards will be issued on November 20. If your child is not making the academic progress expected at the
end of the first quarter or at any other time, parents or guardians may contact the school counseling
department to schedule a staffing meeting with all of your child's teachers at once. Face-to-face meetings
between parents and teachers strengthen communication and ensure students receive the necessary support
for success.

I want to highlight the "All In Virginia High Intensity Tutoring Plan." This state-wide plan is designed to provide
additional academic support to students who need it the most and ensure that no child is left behind in their
educational journey. Our schools are working hard to tailor this plan to individual needs of students and school
communities. We look forward to sharing more information about this plan at the November 14 school board
meeting.

Lastly, we are hosting a Coffee or Tea event on November 16, 2023, from 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m., in the T.C. Walker
Cafeteria. This is an opportunity to discuss public education in Gloucester County Public Schools with the
division superintendent.

As a united community, we can lay the foundation for our students' success and ensure their educational
journey is marked by respect, kindness, and personal growth. 

Sincerely,

Anthony Vladu, Ed.D.

From Superintendent Anthony Vladu, Ed.D.

Reflecting on the first quarter of school, I am grateful for our hard-
working teachers, staff, and students. On behalf of every employee,
I am most thankful for the support of our parents and community.
The health of any organization is to celebrate the things we value
most but also to be open to feedback to improve. One only works
with the other. We must do both.

The first rule to being successful at anything in life is showing up. I
am writing to underscore the fundamental importance of student
school attendance. Regular  attendance is a linchpin of workplace
readiness and academic success. When students consistently
attend school, they enhance their academic achievements  and  
develop  vital  skills  that  shape them into well-rounded individuals
ready to face future challenges.

As we approach the end of the first quarter on November 6, we
emphasize the significance of face-to-face communication. In a
world dominated by screens and technology, there's no  substitute

Dear Gloucester County
Community Members,
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The Beehive

MySchoolBucks is a great tool to access and manage your student’s lunch
account online. It is free to register. You can monitor your student’s
account balance and purchases, and receive low balance reminders to the
registered email address. You can also add money to your student’s meal
account(s) for a $2.75 per child processing fee. You can still send in a check
or cash at no extra charge to replenish your student’s account. 

Please visit www.myschoolbucks.com to register, or you can download the
MySchoolBucks app on your cell phone or handheld device.

If your student attends Botetourt Elementary, Peasley Middle or Gloucester High and you want to apply for
free and reduced-price meals, it’s not too late! You can apply online at gets.gc.k12.va.us, under 2023-2024 Free

& Reduced Meal Application. The process is safe, secure, private, and available anytime, anywhere.

NEW MENU PLATFORMEMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

SCHOOL LUNCHES

We are excited to announce we
have a new menu platform! To view

your student’s school menu visit:
https://linqconnect.com. Search for

Gloucester County in the District
field.

Nutritional facts can be found on
Linq as well!

Do you want to earn some extra
cash with a flexible work schedule?

Try working as a substitute in a
school cafeteria! You get to see your

child get on and off the bus, and
work only while your child is in

school. Pay starts at $14 per hour.

Find the “employment
opportunities” tab at

gets.gc.k12.va.us to apply.
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School News

Election Day closure:
November 7, 2023

Thanksgiving holiday:
November 22-24, 2023

Winter break:
December 20-January 1

MLK Jr. Day closure:
January 15, 2024

Teacher work days:
January 22-23, 2024

Spring break:
April 1-5, 2024

Memorial Day closure:
May 27, 2024

Last day of school:
June 6, 2024

NOTABLE 2023-
2024 GCPS DATES:

Celebrating our
first Care Fair
We're happy to celebrate the success of Petsworth
Elementary School's first ever Care Fair back in
October! This fun, interactive event focused on adding
mental health resources and strategies to our families’
toolboxes. 

Students enjoyed interacting with therapy animals,
trying yoga, and expressing themselves through art,
music and journaling. Their families got to check out
some of the community organizations that partner with
our schools to provide mental health care and other
support functions.

If you’re interested in accessing services for your family
through our dedicated team of Community
Engagement Coordinators, reach out to your child’s
school, or visit gloucesterva.gov/community-
engagement-public-information.
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Community-Education Partnerships

Children First is a 4-hour virtual co-parenting
education program designed to promote positive
and healthy communication for families
experiencing the challenges of transition through
separation and/or divorce. The program assists
parents in understanding the importance of an
active, involved, and positive relationship with
their children by minimizing parental conflict. It
costs $50, due one week prior to the class.

Dates:
Thursday, 11/16, from 4-8 p.m.
Thursday, 12/14, from 4-8 p.m.
Thursday, 1/18, from 4-8 p.m.

Registration:
Pre-Registration by phone is required. Please call
us at 804-642-5402.

MPNN CSB Prevention, Health & Wellness

Children First

804-642-5402
1-888-PREV-550

prevent@mpnn.state.va.us

www.chvc.online 
www.mpnncsb.org

Information about schizophrenia, depression,
bipolar disorder, panic disorder, OCD, borderline
personality disorder and co-occurring brain
disorders and addictive disorders.
Information about medications, side effects, and
strategies for adherence.
Research related to the biology of brain disorders
and evidence-based treatments.
Understanding the subjective, lived experience of
a person with mental illness.
Problem solving and communication techniques.
Acquiring strategies for handling mental health
crises and relapse.
Focusing on care for the caregiver: coping with
worry, stress, and emotional overload.
Information on advocacy initiatives designed to
improve and expand mental health services.

The Mid-Tidewater affiliate of the National Alliance on
Mental Illness is offering the Family-to-Family
Education Program. Established 20 years ago, Family-
to-Family has helped more than 300,000 family
members of people living with mental illness. The U.S.
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration has endorsed these classes  as an
evidence-based practice. The free eight-session
course for family members is taught by other family
members who have received intensive training.
 
Class topics include:

Dates:
The classes will be held online on Tuesdays, starting
January 9 at 6 p.m., for 8 weeks. 

Registration: 
You must pre-register to participate. To register or
learn more, e-mail namimidtidewater@gmail.com or
call 804-684-1480 (must leave a message for call
back).

Family-to-Family
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Wednesday, November 1, 2023 at 9 a.m.
Wednesday, January 24, 2024 at 9 a.m.

Monday, December 4, 2023 – 6 p.m.
Monday, March 4, 2024 – 6 p.m.
Monday, May 6, 2024 – 6 p.m.

Middle Peninsula Regional
Special Education Program

The Middle Peninsula Regional Special Education
Program serves students with autism and multi-
disabled students from Gloucester, King and Queen,
King William, Mathews, Middlesex Counties and the
Town of West Point. Meetings are held at the
Thomas Calhoun Walker Education Center located
at 6099 TC Walker Road in Gloucester. All meetings
are open to the public. The upcoming meeting dates
for the Middle Peninsula Regional Special Education
Program Board of Control are listed below:

Please call 804-693-7944 if you have any questions.

Special Education Advisory
Committee

The meeting dates for the Gloucester County
Special Education Advisory Committee for the 2023-
2024 school year are listed below. The members of
the Committee would like to extend this invitation
for you to attend! The Committee, which includes
parents of children with disabilities and persons
with disabilities, discusses not only Federal/State
regulations governing special education, but also
local special education issues. Most meetings
include a presentation by a guest speaker on a
particular issue relating to special education. All
meetings are open to the public. Please call 804-
693-7994 if you have any questions. Please plan to
join us at the Thomas Calhoun Walker Education
Center on the following dates:

We look forward to seeing some new faces at the
meetings this upcoming school year! All meetings
will be held in person with an option to attend
virtually.

The Beehive
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Community

GOOD SHOT JUDY

NOV. 17

DEC. 3

MICHAEL HEY, ORGAN

Described as "flashy" and "exciting" (The American
Organist), concert organist Michael Hey has been
increasingly visible on U.S. and international concert
stages. He graduated in 2014 from The Juilliard School
where he received both his Bachelor and Master of Music
degrees in organ performance under Paul Jacobs. Within
one year of his graduation, he was appointed Associate
Director of Music and Organist of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in
New York City. In September 2017, Michael received first
prize in the First Shanghai Conservatory of Music
International Organ Competition. In 2019, he performed
solo recitals for the New York City Organ Project, and two
regional conventions for the American Guild of Organists.

ABINGDON EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 7:30 P.M.

GOOD SHOT JUDY

Brothers Brett and Jeff Cahoon  
filled out Good Shot Judy with a full
complement of horns, percussion
and vocals, and magic happened: an
ensemble that was bigger than the
sum of its parts.

In a sense, Good Shot Judy was in
the stars starting in the 1930s, when
small jazz combos, big brass bands
and the crooners who sang on top
of them were forging an enduring
style.

MATHEWS HIGH, 3 P.M.
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DEC. 3

JAN. 19

VIRGINIA CHORALE

Sing We Nowell: Ring in the holidays as the Virginia
Chorale sings favorite carols and songs of the season, and
Arnold Schoenberg’s Friede auf Erden (Peace on Earth),
one of the great works of modern music.

The Virginia Chorale is the premier professional vocal
ensemble in the Commonwealth of Virginia and is
celebrating their fortieth year. Since their inception the
ensemble has grown from a community-based chorus to
today's dynamic group of professional singers, performing
repertoire ranging from the Middle Ages to the music of
today. Free reception, open to the public, immediately
following the concert in the Parish Hall.

ABINGDON EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 4 P.M.

AYA PIANO TRIO

The incredible AYA Piano Trio
got their start at the prestigious
Curtis Institute of Music in
Philadelphia, where they studied
under some of the greatest
chamber musicians in the world. 

The award-winning trio took first
prize in the Yellow Springs
Chamber Music Competition and
finalist of the Chesapeake
Chamber Music Competition.

ABINGDON EPISCOPAL, 
7:30 P.M.

AYA PIANO TRIO

FR
EE

FR
EE
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NetworkPeninsula

Attention nonprofits:
NetworkPeninsula works to support and strengthen
nonprofits serving across the Virginia Peninsula. We
provide tools to help nonprofits fulfill their missions
effectively, including continuing education webinars, a
Board Match program, a Grants Database with grant
opportunities from across the country and much
more. We also help nonprofits connect to local
communities by sharing their volunteer and item
needs, and upcoming events.

Coming in 2024:
NetworkPeninsula supports dozens of nonprofits
serving Gloucester and Mathews. In 2024, we will be
launching virtual hubs specifically for Middle Peninsula
communities to help residents find ways they can help
support nonprofits and the valuable work they do.
Nonprofits will also have access to all of our programs
designed to help you build your capacity!

Community Services Board

Walk for a New Day!
The Middle Peninsula Northern Neck Community
Services Board will lead a suicide prevention walk on
Saturday, November 11 from 10 a.m. to noon starting
at the Main Street Shopping Center. No registration is
required, but a $5 donation per person will benefit the
Suicide Prevention Awareness Initiatives.

TOPS 0469

Looking for support for you weight loss program?
TOPS 0469 (Take off Pounds Sensibly) meets weekly
and is here to help. Meetings are held on Wednesday
mornings at Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church at
6470 Main Street. Weigh-in starts at 9 a.m., with the
meeting from 10-11 a.m. Your first visit is free!

TOPS now has 3 membership tiers, with the basic
membership at $49.64 per year. This amount includes
your subscription to the TOPS NEWS, My Day One
Quick Start Guide, online access, and other benefits. If
both you and your spouse wish to join, half-priced
memberships are available for eligible people in the
same physical household of a full-price member.
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Buck’s Store Museum

Visit the Guinea Heritage Association’s museum on
Saturdays between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Include a
docent tour in your visit, do a little shopping, and enjoy
one of Buck’s famous BBQ sandwiches (between 11
a.m. and 1:30 p.m.)!

Children’s Drop-in Craft Day
On Saturday, November 18, children will make a
simple Thanksgiving craft. This free program runs from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., and no registration is necessary.

Giving Tuesday
November 28: Our 2023 Giving Tuesday fundraising
campaign is focused on completing a Guinea
Waterman’s Memorial. With the continued support of
the community, individuals and businesses, our goal is
to complete the memorial in 2024.

Christmas in Guinea
On December 9, we’re extending our hours to 4 p.m.,
serving a free lunch and hosting Santa Claus from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. If you’re looking for gifts, Buck’s Store
Museum will be stocked up with Guinea travel mugs,
glasses, wood pens, crab bags, dish towels and more.

Food and toy drives
Through December 9, the Guinea Heritage Association
will be collecting donations for the Community Food
Pantry at Union Baptist Church, and toys for the
Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters.

Baystars Bird Day Bash

Charity Soccer Tournament
The 11th Annual Soccer Charity Tournament will take
to the field on November 18 at Woodville Park. There
will be matches for U5-U17 teams and adult teams. 

There is a $60 cost per team to sign up, and that
money will be donated to Heartfelt Community, an
organization dedicated to supporting those in later life
or end-of-life stages.  Heartfelt Community serves by
way of compassionate touch, dementia caregiver
education, and community service to help combat
loneliness.

To participate, please contact Jennie Bower:
Tournamentdirector@baystarsfc.com.

The Beehive
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Give time. Share life.
Volunteer today.

Our volunteers play an invaluable role in that
commitment. This is a special calling and the
volunteer gets such satisfaction from a simple act
of compassion. As a volunteer you’ll provide an
extra dimension of direct or indirect comfort and
support to our patients and their families. While
Riverside’s experienced health care professionals  
are central to this process, hospice volunteers are 

Patient companionship
Family and caregiver respite
Pet therapy
Team member and clerical support
Bereavement support

equally invaluable. Volunteers build bonds with
patients and serve as an essential link between
health care providers and patients, ensuring their
physical, emotional and spiritual needs are met.

Here are some ways you can share your time and
compassion:

To learn more, please call 757-594-2745 or visit
riversideonline.com/hospice.

At Riverside Hospice, we
are focused on living life
to its fullest, regardless of
diagnosis.

The Beehive

Community
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For 45 years, Bay Aging has served the residents of the
Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck. Our caring team is
dedicated to helping you remain in your home.

Helping you stay afloat in 
challenging times

The CDC recommends that everyone age six
months and older receive an updated COVID-
19 vaccine. Questions? Visit cdc.gov/coronavirus
for eligibility guidelines and information you can
trust.

Need a ride to your COVID-19 vaccination
appointment? Call our transit division at 877-
869-6046. Through November 30, Bay Transit rides
for vaccinations are FREE for Middle Peninsula and
Northern Neck residents who are age 60 and
older.

Need help scheduling your COVID-19 vaccine?
Dial 800-493-0238.

Uninsured or your plan doesn’t fully cover the
COVID-19 vaccine? Contact Three Rivers Health
District at 804-758-2381 for a free COVID-19
vaccination.

Be prepared! Visit covid.gov/tests or call 800-232-
0233 to order free COVID-19 tests or find a free
testing site near you.

Bay Aging’s
services include
In-Home Care,
Homelessness
Prevention,
Meals on Wheels,
Options
Counseling,
Transportation,
Adult Day Care,
Caregiver
Support and
more! Contact
our helpful,
friendly staff at
800-493-0238 or
visit us online at
bayaging.org.

This social gathering is
for those personally
dealing with memory
loss and their partners
who care for them. It’s
hosted by trained
facilitators.

Each Café will offer its
guests the chance for
unstructured
conversation,
refreshments and
getting to know other
people with similar
memory changes.

Anyone with memory
loss or concerns is
welcome to come.
RSVP is not required,
and there is no cost to
attend.

Memory Cafe

5954 Garden Grove Ln.

Nov. 8, Dec. 13, Jan. 10

1:30 to 3 p.m.
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Gloucester Parks, Recreation
& Tourism

 The Stewart Building
6382 Main Street

Gloucester, VA 23061

Winter Registration Begins November 13
(November 15 for non-residents)

Christmas
olidayH&

Parade & Annual Tree Lighting 

DECEMBER 2
3 P.M. ON MAIN STREET
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BY EMAIL 
prt@gloucesterva.info

BY PHONE
General inquiries: 804-693-2355
Athletics: 804-693-1262
Clean Community: 804-693-5370
Daffodil Festival: 804-210-1903
Museum of History: 804-693-1234
Recreation Programs: 804-693-1264 

STAY INFORMED 
Do we have the correct contact information for your family?
We frequently send notices via email. You can update your
household information online, or send us an email at
prt@gloucesterva.info.

CONNECT WITH US 
Facebook: Gloucester Parks, Recreation & Tourism 
Instagram: @gloucesterparksandrec
Website: gloucesterva.gov/pr 
Registration: gloucesterva.gov/civicrec 

Every effort is made to ensure the information inside is
accurate. Up to date information is available on our website.

Contact us:

https://www.facebook.com/GloPRT
https://www.instagram.com/gloucesterparksandrec/
https://gloucesterva.gov/parks-recreation-tourism
https://secure.rec1.com/VA/gloucester-county-va/catalog


3 YEAR OLD PARENT CHILD PLAYTIME SOCCER: For age 3 as of 2/4/24
Mid-March through Mid-April. PARTICIPANTS MUST BE 3 ON THIS DATE! This is a parent/child program. We will
need at least two volunteers to help coach and structure practice days, and parents will have to be present on
the field. The goal is to let kids get comfortable with a soccer ball and be around other kids and families in an
athletic setting. Each session is 45 minutes to an hour of play. Basic skills are taught, and having fun is the most
important goal. 
PRACTICE: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. start time. Ark & Abingdon Parks. 
COST: $30. Deadline February 4.

gloucesterva.gov/civicrec

YOUTH SPORTS

Athletics

Our youth sports league goals are having fun and displaying sportsmanship. Players must wear proper shoes/cleats and
equipment listed for each sport. All youth sports are equal-play leagues for players that attend regularly. Please be sure to
enter carpool requests for siblings during your registration process, especially siblings in different age groups! Coaches
and officials are volunteers, so please remember to THANK them!

PARKS, RECREATION & TOURISM

Phone: 804-693-2355   |   Playline 804-693-5811

SENIOR LEAGUE BASKETBALL: For ages 15-18 as of 9/30/23
Participants must still be in high school. Boys and girls will play in separate
leagues if numbers allow. There will be 8-10 games and a single elimination
tournament. Mandatory Skills and Drills Day TBD (will send email). Scheduled for
early March- late April.
PRACTICE: Meet twice a week between Mondays and Thursdays. 
COST: $45 by December 18, $50 December 19 - February 18. Deadline Feb.18.

STAR FALL & WINTER GAMES: For ages 6-18
Winter Games will run December 1-February 23. This is an athletic and social
program for kids with special needs. Wheelchair-bound kids are welcome.
Children participate in basketball games and other fun activities, individualized
for each participant for their enjoyment. Participants must wear tennis shoes.
Stephanie Jenkins is the head volunteer. Volunteers are welcome. 
PRACTICE: Fridays, 6-7:30 p.m. at Botetourt
COST: $15 

RUGRATS, LOONEY TOONS, & JUNIORS SOCCER: For Ages 4-11 as of 9/30/23
The main goal of our leagues is sportsmanship, learning and fun. No standings are kept.
Early March to June. Players will need shin guards, cleats and a soccer ball. These age
groups use a size 4 soccer ball. 
PRACTICE: Weekdays, two times per week (Tuesday and Thursdays), Ark & Abingdon Parks,
5 p.m. or later start. GAMES: Saturdays, 9 a.m. to dusk, Ark & Abingdon Parks.
COST: $45 by January 21, $50 January 22-February 4. Deadline February 4.

SENIORS DIVISION SOCCER: For ages 12-14 as of 9/30/23
The main goal of our leagues is sportsmanship, learning and fun. Shin guards and size 5
soccer balls needed. Teams will play small sided 7v7 if we do not get enough for larger
teams. This division may have some out-of-county games. Mid-March thru Mid-May. 
PRACTICE: Ark & Abingdon Parks, Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 6 p.m. or later. 
GAMES: Saturday afternoon games at Ark & Abingdon Parks (or away games) 
COST: $50 ($5 discount if registered by January 21). Deadline February 4. 

JUNIOR LEAGUE BASKETBALL: For ages 12-14 as of 9/30/23.
Boys and girls will play in separate leagues if numbers allow. There will be an 8-
10 game schedule and a tournament. Mandatory Skills and Drills Day TBD (will
send email). Scheduled for early March-late April.
PRACTICE: Meet twice a week Tuesdays & Thursdays (Alternate days will be used
if needed). 
COST: $45 by December 18, $50 December 19 - February 11. Deadline Feb. 11.

COACHES & OFFICIALS
Volunteer coaches and referees are
needed for basketball, field hockey and
soccer leagues. Training is provided.  The
pay isn’t good, but the rewards are GREAT!
This is a meaningful way to support the
youth of your community. For info about
volunteering call Ron: 693-1262.

TRADE ‘EM IN!
Youngsters outgrow soccer cleats before
wearing them out, so PR&T has a cleat
exchange program. Bring in a pair of
usable cleats & trade them for another
size. If you don’t have a pair, just donate
$5 to take one home. Have cleats that no
longer fit?  Please consider donating them
to this program.

VOLLEYBALL INSTRUCTIONAL MINI CAMPS
For boys and girls in 5th-8th Grade. Camp is lead by GHS Girls Volleyball Coach,
Sean McNash. Participants will learn and refine basic and intermediate volleyball
skills. Bring tennis shoes and athletic wear. Knee pads/headbands ok. Scheduled
for Early January–Mid February.
PRACTICE: Location TBD, Program will be held weekly on Saturdays, 2-5 p.m.
COST: $60
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INTRO TO BIRDING HIKE: Saturday, January 6
For ages 16 and older. Take a hike with Master Naturalists on
National Birding Day to look for and identify local birds at
Beaverdam Park. Bring your binoculars and camera, if you
want. Dress for the weather, bring water and wear warm
comfy shoes. We will hike the nature trail and parts of the
hiking trail. Meet at the amphitheater. Hike runs from 9-11
a.m. $5 per person. Deadline December 30.

FIRST DAY HIKE: Monday, January 1
For ages 16 and older. It’s a new year, set your pace for
the year by joining us for a first day hike at your favorite
park! Same as The Full Hike. Join us at the shuttles at 9 or
10 a.m. $5 per person. Deadline December 25.

Beaverdam has something for everyone with its 635 acre lake and acres of natural splendor. The park is open seven
days a week, and is located in the central part of the county. Parks are closed Thanksgiving & Christmas Days.

Main Entrance: 8687 Roaring Springs Road         Second Entrance:  9537 Fary’s Mill Road

HOMESCHOOL PARK ADVENTURES
For homeschoolers. Join us at Beaverdam Park to explore the
flora and fauna. Activities will include hikes, paddles, crafts,
speakers and fun. All materials are included. Dress for the
weather, wear clothes that are okay to get dirty, sturdy shoes
and bring water. Meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month
from 10 a.m. to noon. $10 per child.
January 10: Deadline January 3
February 14: Deadline February 7

Beaverdam Park Programs

PARK OFFERINGS & RENTALS
* Whitcomb Lodge (enclosed 70 person capacity) 
* Smith Shelter & Beaverdam Shelter (35 person capacity) 
* Picnic areas (open areas w/seating for 12)
* Freshwater lake fishing & accessible kayak launch 
* Jon boats, kayaks, pedal boats & fishing poles for rent 
* Hiking, biking & horseback riding trails
* Full trail experience is over 20 miles! 
For Beaverdam Park hours, information, or facility
reservations, please give us a call at 804-693-2107 or visit  
www.gloucesterva.gov/Beaverdam.

PICTURES IN THE PARK: Saturday, December 9
For the whole Family. Join us at Beaverdam Park for a Holiday
Photo Op! Wear your sweaters, holiday finery or “our favorite”
park attire! We will email photos for you to use as Christmas
Cards, presents and for scrapbooks. Goody bags too! Register
for a 10-minute appointment between noon and 1:30 p.m. on
Saturday, December 9. $10 per family. Deadline December 2.

PARK PROGRAMS

G R I N C H  S C A V E N G E R  H U N T :  D e c .  1 0 - 2 3

For ages 10 and under. Mr. Grinch has lost poor little Max!!!
Join us at Beaverdam Park and the self-guided search is on.
Check in at the ranger station, and your family will receive
clues to lead you through the woods in search of the pooch.
Follow the clues, gather a few items and return to the ranger
station to receive a prize that will keep your family busy during
the holiday season. Dress for the weather, wear sturdy shoes
and bring water. The whole hike is less than a mile. $10 per
child. Deadline December 3.

SHORTEST DAY HIKE: Thursday, December 21
For ages 16 and older. Join park rangers on the Winter Solstice
to take a hike and enjoy the shortest day of the year. We will
meet at the Whitcomb Lodge at 5:30 p.m., enjoy the views of
the lake, then hike the trails until 7:30 p.m. Dress for the
weather, wear sturdy shoes and bring a flashlight and water.
$5 per person. Deadline December 14.

THE FULL HIKE
For ages 16 and older. Meet at Beaverdam Park’s Main
Entrance. We will shuttle you to the Fary’s Mill Entrance where
you will hike back to the Main Entrance. This self-guided 9.5-
mile hike will take about 3-4 hours, but you will be distracted by
the lake, the wildlife, the beauty of the forest and the sounds of
nature. Take your time, take it all in, just be back to the Main
Entrance by 4:30 p.m. 

Full hikes will be held monthly on the 3rd Saturday of the
month, with a rain date on Sunday. Dress for the weather and
wear sturdy shoes. Bring water, snacks/food (and binoculars or
a camera if you like). Meet at the ranger station at 10 a.m. for
the shuttle. $5/person.

Saturday, December 16, deadline December 9
Saturday, January 20, deadline January 13
Saturday, February 17, deadline February 10

PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Randy Burak, Susan Walton Fary, Heather Johnson, Don Sandridge, Steve Perry, Treye Hardaway, Cathy Lambert, Kenny Richardson, Ken Gibson, Brittany Austin

HUG A TREE & SURVIVE: Wednesday, February 21
For ages 7-11, Whitcomb Lodge, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Many years ago,
a 9-year-old boy was on a hike with his brothers. A massive
search and rescue was unsuccessful in finding him alive. From
the tragedy, Hug a Tree and Survive was created. It gives
youngsters a set of tools to use to make themselves more
findable if they become lost. Registration is required for this
free program. Deadline February 14.

BEAVERDAM TRIATHLON: Saturday, May 11
For ages 16 and older. Join us for the first annual Beaverdam
Triathlon! The race begins at 7 a.m. with a 2.5 mile run on the
hiking trail, followed by a 6.1 mile bike on the hiking and nature
trail and concluding with a 1.9 mile paddle on the lake.
Mountain bikes only, recreational canoes and kayaks only (no
racing models). Be among the first Beaverdam Triathletes. $50.
Deadline is April 11.
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America Recycles Day! 
We do recycle here in Gloucester! Bring accepted recyclables
to one of the five convenience centers in Gloucester. 

NOVEMBER 15

Live Christmas Tree Recycling

DEC 26- JAN 31

Trees must be completely clear of decor. This
service is available at all five convenience centers
in the county. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service
“Americans are encouraged to provide meaningful change
in their communities.”

JANUARY 15

Mark Your Calendars!
VOL

UNT
EER TODAY! LOOKING FOR A WAY TO HELP YOUR COMMUNITY?

Cleanup Kits are available and include bags,
grabbers, safety vests, and a cleanup report
form. 
For more information & to reserve a kit please visit
GLOUCESTERVA.GOV/CLEAN-COMMUNITY#YOU

PARKS, RECREATION & TOURISM
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LEARN HOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE:

Contact Amy Steele at 804-824-2476 or 
email Asteele@gloucesterva.info

We  are  looking for friendly and dedicated
docents to assist with staffing the Visitor
Center.  Several thousand visitors stop in every
year, and our numbers continue to grow! 

As a Docent, you will engage with visitors while
providing them information to plan memorable
and exciting experiences in our County and its
surrounding areas.  Docents also conduct sales
of souvenir items from our gift shop.   

Visitor Center 
of the 

Year
2023

V   LUNTEERS

Follow Us On Social Media & Listen For Us On Spotify

804-693-0014  |  tourism@gloucesterva.info

Tourism- Museum & Visitor Center

NEEDED

Interested in history? Would you like to interpret Gloucester’s history to school groups and students? Want
to go behind the scenes at the Museum to assist with research, collections, or archives? Do you enjoy

special events and living history, or just want to greet visitors? 

Volunteers are always needed in these areas at the Gloucester Museum of History. Share your individual
talents and skills with us and our visitors. As a volunteer you will learn new skills and information, meet
new people, enjoy the historic surroundings of a 251-year-old building, help the museum move forward

with numerous projects, and have fun! 

To learn more about volunteering please contact Robert Kelly at 804-693-1234.
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SENIOR BINGO
For ages 50 and older. Join us for Bingo! Bring a drink and
snack if you like. Fourth Wednesday of the month, 10:30-
noon at the Stewart Building. $10 per month.
January 24: Deadline January 17
February 28: Deadline February 21

DOG TRAINING
Check website for available dates.

gloucesterva.gov/civicrec

WINTER GYMNASTICS 
Head Coach: Caitlyn Coltrain. For ages 3-18 (still in high school).
Parents are not permitted at practice sessions, with the exception
of the Parent and Me classes. The last class of the session will be
open house, where you will watch your child’s class. Please read
over the requirements for each class on our registration site. We
reserve the right to remove students from Intermediate
classes if they have not met the minimum requirements.
When in doubt, register for the beginner classes.

Tuesdays @ Botetourt: January 2 - March 5
Parent and Me age 3, 4:45-5:15 p.m. $60
Parent and Me ages 4-5, 5:15-5:45 p.m. $60
Beginner 5-8 years, 5:45-6:30 p.m. $75
Beginner 5-8 years, 6:30-7:15 p.m. $75

Wednesdays @ Abingdon: January 3 - March 6
Parent and Me age 3, 4:45-5:15 p.m. $60
Parent and Me ages 4-5, 5:15-5:45 p.m. $60
Beginner 5-8 years, 5:45-6:30 p.m. $75
Beginner 5-8 years, 6:30-7:15 p.m. $75

Thursdays @ Botetourt: January 4-March 7
Intermediate 6-8 years, 5-5:45 p.m., $75
Intermediate 8 and up, 5:45-6:30 p.m., $75
Advanced/High Advanced, 6:30-7:30 p.m., $80

Ability Requirements*
Any beginner class: no experience required.
Intermediate 4-6 must be able to do a handstand, cartwheel and
a bridge with head lifted off the mat.
Intermediate 7 and up must have cartwheels, back bends from
standing position and front limbers (handstand over into a
bridge).

EXPRESSIVE PHOTOGRAPHY
Instructor: Ron Ganstra, 2023 Daffodil Show Best in Show
photographer. Join us as we learn to use fundamental
techniques to finally capture the image you had in your
mind, rather than accepting what the camera automatically
gives you. Learn to use compositional techniques to bring
more meaning to your photos. A fundamental overview of
camera controls will enable the user to bring more creativity
to the finished image. All camera types, including cell
phones, are welcome. Meet at Stewart Building 
(6382 Main Street). Tuesdays, January 9, 16, 23 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. $60. Deadline January 2.

FOOD SAFETY CERTIFICATION
Instructor: Marilyn Morris. This program for those in the
restaurant industry. Gloucester County Code requires one
full-time staff person per establishment be certified. Course
covers contamination, foodborne illnesses, food storage,
food preparation, employee training, sanitation and more.
Tuesdays & Thursdays, February 6, 8, 13, 15 from 2-5 p.m.
Meet at PRT Office (6382 Main Street). Deadline January 16.

Full course with materials: $175/person
Test only, with book: $85/person, February 15
Test only, NO book: $65/person, February 15

KARATE
Sensei Brian Jensen. Ages 4+.  Learn the Shorinji Ryu style
Japanese Karate form. This provides the opportunity to increase
balance, strength, self-discipline and self-confidence. Kata forms
are traditional & can be used in AAU or open tournament. T.C.
Walker gymnasium, February 5 - March 25.

Mondays: 
Karate Ages 4-7, 6-6:30 p.m. $43 
Karate Ages 8-12, 6:40-7:20 p.m. $45
Karate Family, Adult, 7:30-8:10 p.m., $40
Karate Family, Child, 7:30-8:10 p.m., $35
Karate Ages 13+, 8:20-9 p.m., $45

Thursdays:
Karate Ages 4-7, 6-6:30 p.m. $43 
Karate Ages 8-12, 6:40-7:20 p.m. $45
Karate Family, Adult, 7:30-8:10 p.m., $40
Karate Family, Child, 7:30-8:10 p.m., $35
Karate Ages 13+, 8:20-9 p.m., $45

Recreation
ZUMBA
Instructor: Hannah Bychowski. For ages 16 & older. It’s a
calorie-burning dance fitness party, combining cardio,
muscle conditioning, balance, flexibility and boosted energy.  
Mondays & Wednesdays, Abingdon, 6:45-7:45 p.m. Register
for the month or for individual days ($7/day). Deadline to
register is 3 days prior to class.

December: $32 for month, skip December 18, 20, 25, 27
January: $64, skip January 1 & 15
February: $64

PARKS, RECREATION & TOURISM

*Please be sure that your student should be in intermediate before enrolling (look for videos on the
registration website). Beginner classes fill quickly and we may not have room in beginner classes for
students incorrectly enrolled in intermediate classes to be moved into beginner classes. If in doubt,
register for beginner, we have a better chance of moving a student to intermediate than to beginner.
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CHAIR YOGA
Instructor: Tess Timberlake. For ages 18 & older. Chair Yoga is a total
workout utilizing modified postures and breathing exercises while seated
or with the support of a chair. Perfect for seniors, this yoga style is more
accessible. Bring a mat and a water bottle. Two classes offered: Mondays or
Wednesdays. Meet at Stewart Building. 10-11 a.m. Register for the month
(prices below) or for individual days ($9/day).

December, Mondays 4, 11, 18: $24, Deadline November 27
December, Wednesdays 6, 13, 21: $24, Deadline November 29
January, Mondays 8, 15, 22, 29: $32, Deadline January 1
January, Wednesdays 3, 10, 17, 24, 31: $40, Deadline December 27
February, Mondays 5, 12, 19, 26: $32, Deadline January 29
February, Wednesdays 7, 14, 21, 28: $32, Deadline January 31

FREE FLOW YOGA- WHITCOMB LODGE
Instructor: Nichole Knott. For ages 13 and older. You can expect a creative,
soulful, adventurous flow that weaves together breath and movement with
moderate holds which steadily builds muscle, inner strength and stamina.
Nichole’s style of teaching is structured, fluid and playful, offering options
of openness, depth and strength so everyone will be appropriately
challenged. Bring a mat, blocks, strap and water. Meet at Whitcomb Lodge
from 5:30-6:45 p.m. on Tuesdays. Register for the month or for individual
days ($9/day). Deadline to register is 3 days prior to class.

December: $32 for the month
January: $40 for the month
February: $32 for the month

WALK WITH EASE©
Did you know that 25% of adults across the country are inactive?  Among
adults ages 50 and up, that statistic increases to 28%!  Don’t be a statistic.  
Join our Walk With Ease program and engage in a fun, physical activity
program. PR&T has won a grant from NRPA to have staff trained as
Arthritis Foundation Walk With Ease instructors. This 6-week program was
written specifically for people with arthritis, but is a great resource for
anyone. We will meet at the Stewart Building on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 9-10 a.m. Sessions include an informational element,
stretching and walking.  Wear comfy shoes and dress for the weather. $55.

December 15-January 31, skip Dec. 22, 25, 27. Deadline December 8
February 5-March 15, Deadline January 29

IT'S MY DAY
Join us for an “It’s My Day” craft retreat. Bring your favorite craft or hobby
supplies and spend the day doing what you want to do. Invite a friend. Pack
your lunch and snacks or run out to pick up something (there will be a
fridge and a microwave). It’s your day, do what you want to do; sew, paint,
carve, knit, scrapbook, whatever you can fit on a six-foot table! There is
even a short trail just outside so that you can stretch your legs. Meet at the
Whitcomb Lodge from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. $15.

Wednesday, January 17: Deadline January 10
Wednesday, February 21: Deadline February 14
Wednesday, March 20: Deadline March 13

Recreation cont. PARKS, RECREATION & TOURISM
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Plays, adventures, musicals, seasonal traditions and fun for ages 55 and older!
We will be checking with the venues we visit for updates on restrictions and will pass those along to you prior to the trip.
No refunds/credits after our deadline, unless for medical reasons. A doctor’s note will be required. Sorry, trips depend on
group pricing based on registration; we have to pay for spaces reserved. A $10 transaction fee will be applied.
Registration begins November 13 for residents and November 15 for non-residents, at 8 a.m. in our office or online.
Trips leave from the County Office One parking lot (old Daily Press Building).
Trips that don’t meet registration requirements will be canceled. Sign up early to make sure you don’t miss out.

Just ride, leave the driving & planning to us!

MID-ATLANTIC QUILT FESTIVAL
Thursday, February 29  |  9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.  |  $45
Spend your extra day in this leap year browsing hundreds of
quilts from all over the world at the Mid-Atlantic Quilt Festival
at the Hampton Convention Center. Quilts, clothing, craft
vendors, yarn, fabric, demonstrations and hard-to-find items
are in abundance. Get the supplies for your next project or
find out about a new technique. Be sure to get some lunch
while you are there, on your own. Deadline February 22.

Best Years TripsGLOUCESTER PARKS, RECREATION & TOURISM

ROSIES AT NEW KENT 
Wednesday, December 13  |  9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  |  $25
With 600 games, it’s a gamble! You will have plenty to do
at Rosie's Gaming emporium, featuring all your favorite
games with the largest jackpots in Virginia. Check out
Rosie's Rewards and promos online before we go. Plan
to have lunch on your own at Rosie's. Deadline is
December 6.

WHALE WATCHING
Wednesday, Jan. 17  |  10:30 a.m. to 6:45 p.m.  |  $80
Join us as we go to sea in search of giant marine
mammals. We will depart from Rudee Inlet and travel
into the Atlantic in search of Humpback Whales that are
migrating to the North Atlantic. The Chesapeake Bay is a
rich environment for the whales to feed as they travel
north. Dress in layers with hat, gloves and scarf. Bring
your camera and binoculars if you like. Eat a late
breakfast or bring a snack, as we won’t stop to eat until
after the cruise. Snacks and drinks are available for
purchase on the ship. Late lunch at Waterman’s is on
your own. Deadline January 3.

CHRYSLER MUSEUM 
Wednesday, January 10  |  9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  |  $30
We will visit the Chrysler Museum in Norfolk where Paul
McCartney’s photographs from 1963-1964 will be on
display. There will be a Glass Blowing display at the
Museum’s Glass House, just across the street - don’t
miss that! And there will be many other exhibits and
displays. The museum is always changing so it will be
different than the last time you were there. We will have
lunch at the museum at the Zinnia Café, on your own.
Wear comfy shoes; you will be doing some walking!
Food, snacks and drinks are not allowed in the museum.
Deadline January 3.

JERSEY BOYS
Wednesday, February 14  |  9:30 a.m. to 6:45 p.m.  |  $130
With phenomenal music, memorable characters and great
storytelling, Jersey Boys follows the evolution of four blue-
collar kids who became one of the greatest successes in music
history. Winner of Best Musical at both the Tony Awards® and
Olivier Awards®, Jersey Boys takes you behind the music of
Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons to discover the secret of a
40-year friendship as the four work their way from the streets
of New Jersey to the heights of stardom. Enjoy electrifying
performances of chart-topping hits including “Sherry,” “Big
Girls Don’t Cry,” “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You,” “Dawn,” and “My
Eyes Adored You,” which brought The Four Seasons the
highest honor: induction into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.
This will be at the Riverside Center for the Performing Arts in
Fredericksburg. Lunch included. Deadline is January 3.

THEY’RE PLAYING OUR SONG
Wednesday, April 17 |  9:30AM-6:45PM  |  $130
In this Neil Simon musical comedy based on the real-life
relationship between Marvin Hamlisch and Carole Bayer
Sager, an award-winning, wisecracking composer hires a
disorganized, oddball lyricist, creating a match not 
initially made in heaven. Professionally, their 
relationship works beautifully. Personally, the comic 
sparks fly as romance blossoms during a bumpy, hilarious
path to true love by the final curtain. This Tony-nominated
musical featuring Hamlisch and Bayer Sager songs is upbeat
and entertaining, promising a perfect outing for
entertainment and laughs. This will be at the Riverside
Center for the Performing Arts in Fredericksburg. Lunch
included. Deadline March 5.

Recreation PARKS, RECREATION & TOURISM
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Main Library
804-693-2998

Point Branch
804-642-9790

Cuddle Care Clinic
Main Library, Tuesdays
Schedule an appointment 
for teddy bears, stuffed 
animals and dolls to
get their wellness 
visits.

Thanksgiving Storytime
Main Library, 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday, November 14: Birth-24 months
Wednesday, November 15: 3-5 years
Thursday, November 16: 2 years
Registration begins Oct. 31.
Celebrate Thanksgiving with a special storytime! 

Christmas Storytime
Main Library
10:15 a.m.
Tuesday, December 5: Birth-24 months
Wednesday, December 6: 3-5 years
Thursday, December 7: 2 years
Registration begins Nov. 21.
Celebrate Christmas with a special storytime!

Point Holiday Storytime
Point Branch, 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday, November 15
Wednesday, December 6
Registration begins November 1.
Celebrate the holidays with a special
storytime and craft activity!

Holiday Open House
Main Library, December 9, 1-4 p.m.
Performance by the “Magic of Harmony Show Choir” at 1 p.m.
Performances by “Bayside Youth Ballet” at 1:30 and 2:30 p.m.
Cookie Contest awards presented at 3:30 p.m.
Family Event. Light refreshments. Crafts for children.
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www.gloucesterva.gov/library

Parrots from 
Around the World
Main Library, Saturday, November 18 at 11 a.m.
No registration required. Join Earthquest
Conservation Education to meet and learn
about these amazing creatures. All ages!

Santa Visit
Saturday, December 9
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Registration begins on November 25.
All Ages!
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Library news

WANTED:
Teen Volunteers (ages 13-17)

Contact Teen Staff Coordinator Nancy Halstead 804-693-2998.
Organize and shelve books. Help with children’s programs.

Pick up an application TODAY!

Christmas 
Ornament Craft
Main Library
Tuesday, December 12 at 10:15 a.m.
Registration begins Nov. 28.
Make ornaments for the holiday season!  
Parent assistance needed. Ages 3-5.

TE
EN

Jigsaw Puzzle Showdown
Main Library, Thursday, November 9 at 6 p.m.
Registration begins October 26.
Teams of 2-4 race to complete the same 500-piece
puzzle. Bring your friendly but competitive spirit!
Win prizes.  Adults 18+.

The Beehive

Children’s Open Play Time 
Main Library, Tuesdays and Thursdays 
10 a.m. to noon (Drop in)
January 2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 25 & 30, February 1 
Join us for a play date! Toys are provided. Explore
developmentally appropriate materials. Extend your
child’s learning. Birth to 5 years.

Let's Draw Christmas!
Main Library
Tuesday, December 5 at 6 p.m.
Registration begins November 25.
Learn to draw Santa, Rudolph, elves,
Santa’s sleigh and a Christmas tree!
Grades K-5.
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Gingerbread House 
Main Library
Wednesday, December 13 at 6 p.m.
Registration begins November 29.
Engineer a holiday masterpiece! 
Grades K-5.
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Library news

Categories of Bakers: Grades 3-5, Grades
6-12, Adults 18+.
Cookie Categories: Chocolate Chip,
Decorated, Baker’s Choice
Registration: Nov 28-Dec 6 (pick up
containers and rules at the Main Library)
Drop-off: Thursday, December 7 from 10
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Awards presented at our Open House on
Dec 9, 3:30 p.m.
Judged by the Library Chef and his team
of cookie enthusiasts!

Yum Yum Cookie 
Baking Contest

The Beehive

Time Travelers
Main Library, Thursday, November 16 at       
6 p.m.
Registration begins November 2.
A Question of Religious Freedom: 
The 1773 Baptist Preacher Trial. Join us for an
interactive performance! Adults 18+.
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Master Gardeners Winter
Series
Main Library
Wednesday, January 10 at 6 p.m.
Registration begins December 27.
Presented by Master Gardener Bob Beyea
Learn how to select the best plants for a
rewarding harvest.
Adults 18+.Holiday Woven Craft

Main Library, Saturday, November 25 at
10:30 a.m.
Registration begins November 11.
Make a beautiful candy cane basket weave
creation for your holiday décor. Adults 18+.

Ask a Master Gardener
Main Library, every Tuesday, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Have a question? Need identification?

Library Kitchen
Each month recipes are demonstrated sure to
tickle your taste buds. Our video tutorials are
posted to YouTube and Facebook.
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Library news

The Beehive
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LT Virtual Golf
Main Library, Wednesday, January 17 at 6 p.m.
Registration begins January 3. Play a round in
virtual reality! Adults 18+.

Byte Size Basics
Main Library, November 14 & 28, December 5
&19, January 9 & 23.
Appointments available from 1-2:30 p.m.  
Have questions about Microsoft Word, 
email, or your smartphone? Register for 30
minutes of individual tech help!
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Try to take just one piece, or a
few small spoonfuls or bites.
Ask about ingredients and how
dishes were prepared.
Eat the healthy dish you brought.
Study all the selections and think
about what you are going to have
before you put anything on your
plate.

a   study  in  the  New   England
Journal of Medicine found that

Sharing some tips to
keep you healthy:

As we close in on the holiday season,
we’ll find ourselves attending more
and more social events involving
food! While these can be fun and
delicious occasions, they can also
lead   to  seasonal  weight   gain  – 

Community education: Eating Healthier at Gatherings

over  60% of annual  weight
gain for the participants in
their    study    happened
from  mid-November  to
the  end  of  December.
Here    are   some   tips
from  the CDC’s Prevent
Type 2 cirriculum:

To  prepare   for   social
events:

Plan  for  a  large  meal
by   eating   lighter,   smaller
meals at home that day.
Suggest some healthy choices.
Ask if you can bring a healthy dish.

Serve yourself small portions.
Allow yourself one small treat.
Limit the number of servings of
starchy foods (potatoes, white
rice, and bread) on your plate.

To eat well during social events:

Stick    to   calorie-free   drinks
such as  water,  tea, seltzer  or
diet soda instead of punch or

mixed drinks.
Keep a glass of water in
your hands.
Limit alcohol.
Sit  in  another  room,

turn on some music, or
enjoy   connecting   with

friends  &  family  instead
of lingering at the table or

buffet.

you eat more calories than you
planned for, make a plan to get
back to your healthy routine.

Don’t beat yourself up
if you overindulge! If

After the social event:
Take  a  walk  with family and

friends. Activity will help keep you
focused  on   your  health   goals  and

give  you  a  welcome  break   from   being
surrounded by treats.
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We are looking forward to summer camp at the
Jamestown 4-H Education Center. Additional
information will be available in the coming
months, but for now, this is your notice to save
the date!  Gloucester’s camp week will be June 17-
21, 2024. Look for registration in February. 

Camp is for youth who will be 9 years old by
September 30, 2024, and who will not have
turned 14 before January 1, 2024. Those who will
be 13 before January 1 will need to attend as a
Counselor in Training and take that class as one
of their four chosen classes. We have limited
space for this age group, and those youth will
need to apply to participate.

4-H Camp is a place where kids learn critical life
skills like resilience and independence while
enjoying a week of trying new activities like
archery or kayaking. Our campers make new
friends and enjoy a sense of belonging. For more
information 4-H, visit gloucester.ext.vt.edu.

We are now accepting applications for teen counselor
positions. Camp counselors participate in 24 hours of
training prior to attending camp. Trainings are monthly
starting in January, with a combination of Zoom and in-
person events. Teen Counselors must be at least 14 by
January 1, 2024. 

We look for youth who enjoy working with younger
campers, who see themselves as potential role models,
and who have a desire to build leadership skills.
References are required. The due date for applications is
December 15, 2023. The application link is
forms.gle/2oanUUhnA4867sue9. It should be filled out by
potential counselors, not parents.

ACCEPTING TEEN COUNSELOR APPLICATIONS

Cooperative Extension

Join us for a great project to thank our deployed service
members. This 4-H SPIN club will meet starting in January
at T.C. Walker on select Friday evenings from 6-8 p.m.
While we plan to expand to include younger 4-H
members, this first program will be open to teenagers. 

Youth will learn woodworking skills, including how to
safely use a lathe. They may keep one practice pen, and
additional pens will be shipped overseas. Former
Jamestown 4-H campers have enjoyed this project. No
experience is necessary, just a desire to make a gesture
of thanks to the men and women serving abroad. To
express interest, please fill out the Google form:
forms.gle/DjS88jKRN4QqVc2D6.

FREEDOM PEN PROJECT

4-H SUMMER CAMPS

In 4-H Clubs, kids build life skills by leading hands-
on projects in areas like science, health,
agriculture and civic engagement. This work helps
them to grow confidence, independence,
resilience and compassion. 

They also learn leadership skills, as 4-H puts kids
in the driver’s seat to set goals and determine the
best course of action. Adult mentors serve as
guides, but youth run the show. 

In Gloucester, we have a Cloverbud Group for
ages 5-8. For participants between the ages of 9
and 18, we have an animal science club, a horse
club, and a club that has been working with
homeschooled youth. 

We are always looking for volunteers with an
interest in helping with existing club leadership,
or an interest in starting something new. For
more information on 4-H clubs, camps or other
activities follow us on Facebook at Gloucester
County Virginia 4-H, call 804-693-2602, or email
kgustafson@vt.edu.

4-H CLUBS
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