
2023 Annual Report

G LO U C E S T E R  C O U N T Y  E C O N O M I C  D E V E LO P M E N T

Riverside Health System

Gloucester County Public Schools

Walmart

County of Gloucester

Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS)

Lowes

Home Depot

Rappahannock Community College

Canon Environmental Technologies, Inc.

Millers Services

890

862

335

332

317

149

138

129

128

110

Major  
Employers

FT EMPLOYMENT

Marketing and  
Public Relations
 
•  FY22 Marketing Plan – on time and 

within budget 

•  New Shopping & Dining Guide 
•  Sponsor of the Hampton Roads 

Workforce Council 2023 Workforce 
Innovation Awards Banquet 

•  Press releases and public relations 
efforts resulted in approximately 
$35,310.00 in media coverage and 
exposure for our business community 

•  Hampton Roads Homebased Busi-
ness Conference and EXPO sponsor 

•  Direct mail postcards to all new busi-
ness licenses for home based and 
commercial businesses 

•  Ad placements in Virginia Business, 
Business Facilities and Coastal 
Virginia magazines promoting the 
Gloucester Business Park, quality  
of life and tourism in Gloucester 

•  Ad placements and direct mail 
recognizing Business Appreciation 
week 

•  Published the FY2022 Annual Report 
on Economic Development 

•  Monthly E-Newsletters highlighting 
new businesses, events, economic 
development resources, available 
buildings and sites, spotlights on  
existing businesses and more to 
over 2,000 subscribers 

•  Direct mail announcing the changes 
to the Small Business Incentive  
Program

New Business  
Announcements 
 
Asbury Electric (new commercial  
 location)
Aspen Dental
B & E Complete Auto Care, LLC
Baked 
Better Brain of Virginia
Billing & Consulting, LLC
Chipotle
Coastal Kitchen
Coastal Kitchen Ice Cream
Crossover Enterprises, LLC
Cypress Ice
Domino #6045
Dukes Deli
E. A. Glassworks, LLC
Fiorello’s Italian Restaurant
Genesis Consulting Center, Inc.
Glaudi Renovations
Gloucester Pancake House

Gloucester Tobacco & Vape
Gloucester Vision Care
Goodwill of Central & Coastal VA
Holiday Marina (new ownership/ 
 renovation)
Horn’s Ace Hardware
Jack’s Auto Sales & Service
Land & Coates
Langley Federal Credit Union
Matheson Oyster Company
Mattress Warehouse (expansion)
Mustard Seed Natural Market
Nails by T
Napa of Gloucester
Nifty Thrifty
17 Print Shop
Precision Management
Slammin Sammy’s Restaurant
Sunkissed Tanning & Beauty Bar, LLC
Sweet Tooth Café (new location/ 
 expansion)
T-Mobile
Tech Solutions
The Accounting Shop
The L C Salon
The Time 2 Escape
The Vault on Main (new owner of  
 former Sun Trust building)
Valvoline Instant Oil Change
Village Dog Spa, LLC
Waterfront Well & Pump Service

NEW  
BUSINESS 
LICENSE

FY2021 FY2022 FY2023

 140 163 312

*NUMBER OF LICENSES ISSUED
Source: Gloucester County Commissioner of Revenue’s office

Strategic Partners
 
• Virginia Economic Development Partnership 
• Virginia Department of Agriculture and  
 Consumer Services (VDACS) 
• Virginia Department of Housing and  
 Community Development (DHCD)

• Go Virginia Region 6

• Eastern Virginia Regional Industrial Facility 
 Authority 
• Hampton Roads Workforce Council

• Hampton Roads Small Business  
 Development Center (HRSBDC)

• Virginia Peninsula Chamber of Commerce

• Gloucester County Chamber of Commerce

• Peninsula Home-Based Business Network

• Peninsula Economic Resource Team

• Rappahannock Community College

Economic Development 
Activities
 
•  47 new commercial businesses and 118  

home-based businesses  
•  Over 119 local business visits in FY23 as part  

of the Industry Visitation Program 
•  Homebased Business Lunch-n-Learn held 

monthly via Zoom. 
•  Eastern Virginia Regional Industrial Facility 

Authority (RIFA) 
• Peninsula Economic Resource Team 
•  Peninsula Home Based Business Network 

        REVENUE SOURCE   FY22    FY23   % CHANGE

Personal Property Tax 12,044,355 13,323,121 10.6%
Real Estate Tax 33,041,650 33,852,113  2.5%
Meals Tax 3,085,826 3,355,355  8.7%
Lodging Tax 306,720 403,001 31.4% 
Retail Sales Tax 6,427,116 6,906,656 7.5%

Source: Unaudited figures provided by the Department of Finance

• Virginia Economic Development Partnership – Regional Economic  
 Development Organization 
• Virginia Economic Development Association Summer Conference 
• Virginia Economic Development Partnership – International  
 Workboat Show 
• Virginia Economic Development Partnership – Seafood Expo North  
 America Trade Show  
• State of the Region – Hampton Roads 2022 
• Governor’s Summit on Rural Prosperity 2022 
• 2023 International Council of Shopping Centers Trade Show 
 



Mission: The Gloucester County Board of Supervisors, the Economic Development 
Authority (EDA), County Administration and staff are dedicated to promoting and 
improving the economic health and quality of life in Gloucester. The EDA maximizes 
private, public and educational resources to create the best possible environment in 
which to live, work, shop, visit and do business.  

FY2023
Strategic Planning and Initiatives:

•  Go Virginia initiatives continued to make meaningful 
strides across the Commonwealth. Gloucester is part of 
Regional Council 6 made up of business leaders, educators, 
economic developers, and local officials from across the 
region. In FY23, the Council 
worked on an Entrepreneurial 
Ecosystem Project to assist 
and foster home-based bus- 
inesses and small businesses. 
A representative was select-
ed from each community in 
Go Virginia Region 6 to sit on 
the newly formed board of 
directors.

•  The “Opportunity Zone” is being promoted/marketed 
to new and expanding developments in the Gloucester 

Point area through the county website. During FY23, another 
Opportunity Zone property, the former Pizza Hut Building 
that was vacant for several years, was purchased and went 
through a tremendous renovation by the new owners. The 
building is now a family style eating establishment.

•    Year eight of the Small Business Incentive Program
  In FY23, the program awarded 57 grants totaling $86,763.00 

with private investments of  
$4,788,667.00. By every account, 
the eighth year of the program 
continued to be a very successful 
economic driver and marketing  
tool for the County.

•  Hampton Roads Small Business 
Development Center and Jolie 
Spiers met with small businesses 
to provide consulting services. A 
total of 14 local businesses were 
assisted, $287,999 in capital for-
mation and 7-jobs (either created 
or retained) over the past fiscal 
year with the services of the 
HRSBDC.

•  Gloucester’s former Page School property was one of 3 
sites in Virginia selected by Urban Land Institute (ULI) for a 
technical survey in partnership with Go Virginia Region 6. 
Their findings/recommendations will assist the County in 
future best land use development for the site.

•  Two Virginia Brownfields Restoration and Economic 
Redevelopment Assistance Fund grants were awarded 
for the Vault on Main Street (former Suntrust Bank) and 
Eagles Point Plantation.
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Economic 
Profile

Income

  COLLEGE STUDENTS - over 90,000  
  students attending area colleges and  
  universities. 

 EXITING MILITARY - Each year over 13,000  
military personnel retire or are discharged  
from area.
   
   MILITARY SPOUSES - 30,000 military  
   spouses residing in the area.

SEASONAL WORKERS - the region’s 
tourism industry creates over 10,000 
seasonal jobs during the summer 
months. These seasonal workers
provide an additional labor pool.

Residential &  
Commercial Building  

Permits

    2022 2023 (Jan. – July)

   PERMITS 155 39
   ISSUED  
   VALUE  $50,348,412 $12,424,346  
          

Exceptional  
Sources of Labor

Gloucester’s Fastest 
Growing Occupations

–  Healthcare
–  Personal Care & 

Service
–  Community & Social 

Service

–  Computer and 
Mathematical

–  Protective Service
–  Education
–  Construction

AVERAGE 
PER CAPITA $34,565

MEDIAN 
HOUSEHOLD $71,649

•  The Bay Consortium 
Workforce Board  
included Gloucester in 
a Go Virginia Region 6 
sponsored Aquaculture 
Talent Pipeline Initiative 
Program.  The purpose 
of the initiative was to 
gather workforce needs 
and skills of the industry 
through its leadership and 
develop the necessary 
courses through the  
Virginia Community  
College system.


